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SUBJECT: TRAVEL BY AMCITS TO ETHIOPIA 

1. IN THE WAKE OF A REBELLION BY ELEMENTS OF THE 
ETHIOPIAN ARMED FORCES, THE PRIME MINISTER AND ENTIRE 
CABINET RESIGNED ON FEBRUARY 27. THE FOLLOWING DAY 
THE EMPEROR APPOINTED ENDALKATCHEW MAKONNEN AS PRIME 
MINISTER AND INSTRUCTED HIM TO FORM A GOVERNMENT. A 
NEW DEFENSE MINISTER AND ARMED FORCES CHIEF OF STAFF 
WERE ALSO APPOINTED. IT IS NOT YET CLEAR WHETHER THESE 
APPOINTEES WILL BE FOUND ACCEPTABLE BY THE DISSIDENT 
MILITARY ELEMENTS, AND WHETHER THE REBELLION WILL END 
SOON, DESPITE THE EMPEROR'S EFFORTS TO PLACATE THE 
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DISSIDENTS’ BY AGREEING TO SOME OF THEIR DEMANDS. 
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2. THE POLITICAL/SECURITY SITUATION IN ADDIS ABABA 
AND THROUGHOUT ETHIOPIA IS STILL HIGHLY FLUID AND 
VOLATILE. MILITARY ELEMENTS IN THE CAPITAL HAVE NOW 
APPARENTLY JOINED THE DISSIDENTS AND APPEAR TO BE IN 
THE PROCESS OF TAKING CONTROL OF MOST OF THE CITY. AN 
EVENING CURFEW HAS BEEN DECLARED FOR FEBRUARY 28. 

THUS FAR THERE HAS BEEN NO VIOLENCE OR BLOODSHED. BUT 
IN VIEW OF THE TENSION PREVAILING IN THE CAPITAL AND 
COUNTRY AS A WHOLE, AND THE STILL UNCERTAIN OUTCOME OF 
CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS, EMBASSY ADDIS ABABA HAS RECOMMENDED 
THAT TOURISTS AVOID TRAVEL TO ADDIS FOR THE PRESENT. 

3. IN VIEW OF THE UNCERTAIN EVOLUTION OF THE SITUATION 
IN ETHIOPIA, POENTIAL AMCIT TRAVELLERS TO THAT 
COUNTRY WHO INQUIRE AS TO CONDITIONS THERE SHOULD BE 
ADVISED THAT IF THEY DO NOT HAVE PRESSING BUSINESS 
THERE THEY SHOULD DEFER THEIR TRAVEL UNTIL THE 
SITUATION CLARIFIES. CASEY 
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